Course Syllabus: Local, State, and National Government
Miss A. Heller *** www.pgcps.org/~croom2 
Course Overview: The Local, State, and National Government course is a year long course.  The course provides an instructional framework to prepare students with a comprehensive examination of the American governmental system and ultimately prepare students for the Government High School Assessment.  The course also contains activities which will enable students to fulfill the Infused Service Learning requirement mandated by the state of Maryland. 

Materials/Resources: All materials should accompany you to class without exception.

· United States Government course textbook

· Course syllabus

· Notebook and/or binder

· Writing utensils (dark ink pens, pencils) 
· Writing journal
· Grading handouts (ECR/BCR Scoring Rubric and Group Work Rubric)
· Agenda book
Grading: The grading system for this course is based on Prince George’s County Social Studies Department policy as follows:

· Assessments=50% of grade

· Each unit has been broken down into one or two sections. Mini assessments will be given at the close of each section in order to determine a student’s progress toward mastering unit objectives; a schedule of mini assessments has been provided. 
· Tests are given at the close of each unit, generally one or two per quarter. 
· This category also includes any long or short term projects assigned by the teacher (individual or group) and other cumulative assessments.  

· Classwork/Class Participation/Preparation=25% of grade
· This category includes all work begun and/or completed in class, group activities, and other regularly assigned learning tasks.

· In addition, students are awarded a weekly participation score for completing all warm up activities, coming to class prepared and positively participating in class activities.  No points will be earned toward weekly participation score for unexcused absences. 
· Includes written assignments, such as BCR’s, ECR’s, and student writing journals.
· Homework=25% of grade

· Homework assignments will be given at least one to two times a week and should be tracked in agenda books given to each student.
IMPORTANT NOTES: 
· Class Rules:

· Be On Time—Students should be in the classroom when the bell rings. If a student is tardy, he/she must sign the tardy log indicating the date and time of the infraction; three (3) unexcused Tardies are counted as an unexcused absence.

· Be Prepared—All of the materials listed above in addition to any out-of-class assignments should be brought to class everyday.

· Be Positive—Please come to class ready to learn in a positive manner (
· Be Respectful—“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” –The Golden Rule  Use common sense and respect others in my classroom. Please refrain from the use of foul language, sleeping during instruction, and insubordination.
(Negative Consequences Include: Being held after class, phone call/email home, detention, removal from the classroom, extra assignments, etc.

(Positive Rewards Include: Treats, positive call/email home, Quarterly celebration, free homework pass, etc.

· Attendance: Students are expected to attend classes on a daily basis. If a student must be out due to illness, doctor’s appointment, or a death in the immediate family, a note must be written by a parent and brought to the NHS attendance office in order to be excused. Unexcused absences affect class participation grades and ten (10) unexcused absences over the course of the year will result in a loss of credit.

· Student Work:

· As work is distributed during class, it will be deposited in a designated work bin for each period and noted on the class calendar; this should be accessed upon return from an absence. Homework buddies will also be assigned to facilitate the distribution of work to students who miss class. 

· All missed work is THE STUDENT’S responsibility!!!  If you forget an assignment, it may be made up for the next class period for HALF credit.  
· Work missed in the event of an unexcused absence will result in the loss of credit for that work.  THIS INCLUDES ASSESSMENTS(  If you miss an assessment while out on an unexcused absence, you will receive a permanent zero on that assessment.

Please sign below to show that you have thoroughly read and understand the classroom policies and grading expectations stated above.
________________________________________________



___________________________________________________

Parent Signature








Student Signature

________________________________________________
Parent Email/Contact Information

Local, State, and National Government 1st Semester Course Schedule

	Week Of:
	Unit:
	Topics to be Covered/Testing Schedule:

	August 25, 2007
	Course Introduction

Begin Unit I: Political and Economic Structures
	Purposes and Forms of Government (Purposes of Government and Government Systems)

	September 1, 2007
*No School Monday, September 1—Labor Day
	Unit 1: Political and Economic Structures

	Types of Government--Direct and Representative Governments, Parliamentary and Presidential Democracies, Limited and Unlimited Governments
Quiz #1 to be administered Thursday/Friday, September 4/5


	September 8, 2007

	Unit 1: Political and Economic Structures
	Government Decision-Making

Types of Economies—Mixed Economy
Quiz #2

	September 15, 2007 

	End Unit 1: Political and Economic Structures
Begin Unit 2: Foundations and Principles of US Government
	Unit 1 Test will be administered Monday/Tuesday September 15/16.
Principles of Democracy



	September 22, 2007
*No School for Students Friday, September 26.
	Unit 2: Foundations and Principles of US Government
	Roots of American Democracy
Founding Documents 
Quiz #3 will be given Wednesday/Thursday September 24/25.


	September 29, 2007
	Unit 2: Foundations and Principles of US Government
	Bill of Rights—Photo Essay Project                          

	October 6, 2007
* Schools Closed October 9—Yom Kippur Holiday
	Unit 2: Foundations and Principles of US Government
	Supreme Court Cases

Powers of Government 


	October 13, 2007

* Schools Closed October 17—MSTA Convention
	Unit 2: Foundations and Principles of US Government

	Review Unit 2


	October 20, 2007

	End Unit 2: Foundations and Principles of US Government

	The Unit 2 Test will be administered Wednesday/Thursday October 22/23.



	October 27, 2007
	Begin Unit 3: Civic Participation
End 1st Quarter


	Civic Responsibility

Political Parties



	November 3, 2007

*ELECTION DAY—No School Tuesday, November 4 

(Get out and vote!!!)
	Unit 3: Civic Participation

	Election Politics
Quiz #4 will be given Thursday/Friday November 6/7.

	November 10, 2007

*No School for students Tuesday, November 11—Parent/teacher conferences

	Unit 3: Civic Participation

	Interest Groups

Media

Public Opinion



	November 17, 2007
	Unit 3: Civic Participation

	Demographics and Reapportionment—Quiz #5 November 14/15

Civic Participation

Unit 3 Review

	November 24, 2007

*School Closed November 26-28 for Thanksgiving Holiday
	End Unit 3: Civic Participation

Unit 3 Test


	Unit 3 Test will be administered Monday/Tuesday November 24/25.

	December 1, 2007
	Begin Unit 4: The Legislative Branch 


	Structure and Organization of Congress

Powers of Congress

	December 8, 2007
	Unit 4: The Legislative Branch
	Lawmaking-- Quiz #6 will be given December 11/12.
State & Local Legislatures



	December 15, 2007


	End Unit 4: The Legislative Branch


	Fiscal Policy
Unit 4 Test to be given Wednesday/Thursday December 17/18.

	
	School Closed for Christmas Holiday/Winter Break from December 22-January 2, 2009.


