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 Hyattsville Middle School

Student Handbook 2007-2008
School Motto

"The Pursuit of Excellence Is Not Only A 

Worthy Goal But Also the Key to Personal Freedom"
School Mission Statement

All Hyattsville Middle School students will show measurable 

growth  in the areas of arts and academics as well as socially and emotionally.

Principal: Ms. Gail Golden

Administrator:  Ms. Aundrea McCall 

Administrator: Mr. Dwan Jordon 

6100 42nd Avenue

Hyattsville, Md. 20781

Telephone: 301 209-5830    Fax: 301 209-5849 
This agenda belongs to:

Name  





              Homeroom No.  




Student No. 






Administration

Administrators, under the direction of the principal, will provide support for students in activities and assist them in meeting classroom, school, and Board of Education regulations.

                  8th Grade:  Ms. Aundrea McCall 

                  7th Grade:  Mr. Dwan Jordon  

Attendance

All students are expected to attend school on a daily basis.  Only the following conditions are considered lawful absences (Bylaw 1 3.07.02.01)

Death in the immediate family

Illness of the student

Quarantine

Court Summons

Physical or Mental Incapacity

Violent storms

Work/activity approved/sponsored by the school

Observance of a religious holiday

Suspension

State emergency

When returning from an absence, a student must have a note from a parent/legal guardian with the following information:

Parent/Guardian's signature and telephone number(s) 

Date(s) of absence

Reason for absence

Full name of student

Students should not plan to sign in late after 12:00 noon. 

Bicycles

Bicycles may be ridden to school and must be locked up in the courtyard.  The school is not responsible for bicycles.  No bicycle may be ridden inside the school building.

Bus Conduct
Bus transportation is provided by the Prince George's County School System for secondary students residing two miles or more from their assigned school.  All students are expected to:

 . be at their bus stop 7-10 minutes prior to pick-up time

  .ride only the bus to which they are assigned in the school system computer

  .wait on the curb or away from the roadway until the bus comes to a complete stop

Bus transportation to and from school is considered a privilege.  To ensure a safe ride, all students must observe good behavior.  The bus driver must be permitted to concentrate on the safe operation of the bus and not be distracted by unruly students.  If a student misbehaves, creating an unsafe situation, he/she may expect to lose his/her bus riding privilege.  If a student loses the privilege of riding a public school bus, it becomes the responsibility of the parent or guardian to transport the student to and from school. 

Cafeteria
The cafeteria/multi-purpose room is utilized at all times of the day and frequently during the evening.  Because other activities occur here it is expected that students will cooperate maintaining the cleanliness of the cafeteria.  Students must remain in the cafeteria. 


Procedures

Come In - Sit down

Wait for the signal to permit your table to proceed to lunch lines.  You are to get up to purchase your lunch and/or snacks when your table is called not wait until later.  

There is to be no cutting line or jumping in front of another person or letting a friend up.

There should be no more than (8) students in the serving area.  All other students should stand in line at the door sill.

Once you have received your lunch/snacks, walk back to your table and remain seated. There will be no walking around and visiting.

There are to be only (8) students at a table.

Once in the cafeteria, you must remain until dismissed.  You may use agenda passes to go to the lavatory.  If you would like to go to a teacher's classroom during lunch, that teacher must give you a pass prior to your coming to the cafeteria to present to that person (s) on duty.  You are to remain seated until your class has been called to line up.

Place all trash in the containers provided.

Horseplay, cards, Walk mans, etc. are not permitted in the cafeteria. 
Code of Conduct
When students do not adhere to the school rules and regulations, administrators use the following guidelines determined appropriate disciplinary action.  (Refer to the Code of Student Conduct for definitions and further explanation.)
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 MAXIMUM

Arson

Expulsion

False Alarm

Expulsion

Fireworks

Expulsion

inciting others to violence or disruption

Suspension

Physical attack or threat thereof

Expulsion

Possession or use of weapons or instruments used as 

such*

Expulsion*

Shakedown and / or Strong arm

Suspension

Possession, use, or distribution of alcohol, controlled 

dangerous substances, controlled or drug 

paraphernalia* 

Expulsion*

Vandalism and/or destruction of property

Suspension

Fighting

Suspension

Theft

Suspension

Physical Attack on any PGCPS employee*

Expulsion*

Acts of gross misconduct at Other Schools*

Expulsion*

Engagement in Group Fights*

Expulsion*


  * The Principal is required to recommend expulsion for these offenses by County policy.

Examples of Suspension of More than Five Days and/or Expulsion

Arson

False Alarm

Shakedown and or Strong Arm

Fighting 

Vandalism and or Destruction of Property

Gross Misconduct at Other Schools

Theft

Physical Attack and or Threat Thereof

  
 Examples of Suspension of One to Five Days

Cheating

Forgery

Continued Class Disruption

Gambling

Disrespect

Insubordination

Sexual harassment

Loitering

False Reports

Unauthorized Sale or Distribution

Distribution of Unauthorized Printed Materials

Dismissal

Students are to leave the building immediately after dismissal. Dismissal time begins at 2:25 pm. Students are dismissed by the PA. Students are not to remain in the building after dismissal time, unless under the direct supervision of a teacher.

Early Departures
We discourage requests for early departures. When all other means have been exhausted and a student must seek an early departure, all requests must be submitted in writing to the attendance aide before 8:30 a.m. on the day of the departure.  All early departure notes are to include the following information:                  

Parent/Guardian's signature

Date and time of request and correct telephone number where a parent/guardian may be contacted for verification

Students who become ill during the day and need to go home should get a pass from their teacher and then report to the health aide. Early departures should be requested before 2:15 p.m. 

Guidance

Counselors assist in planning a student's school program and are also available to help with school and personal problems.  They are assigned by grade; however, any student may request a conference with any counselor.  Appointments may be made with the Guidance Secretary before or after school.  Counselors are available for informal interaction in the cafeteria during lunch.

Counselors are also available to arrange parent-student-teacher conferences and assist students in accessing college/career information.  Students are encouraged to take advantage of these valuable resources.

Hall Passes
Students will be excused to leave the classroom only in case of an emergency.   When necessary, one student at a time may be excused.   Student’s leaving the classroom for any reason must have a green Classroom Departure Permit or use an agenda pass.  Students found in the hall without the proper permission will be charged with loitering and, therefore, will be subject to disciplinary action.

Health Room
Students who feel it necessary to see the school health nurse must first obtain a pass from their teacher.  The nurse will contact the parents if students must go home.  Emergency cards MUST be completed and returned to the school in the first week of the school year.

Homeroom

Students are to be in homeroom before 7:45 a.m.  Repeated tardies to homeroom will result in administrative detention and/or suspension.  Homeroom will start with the WHMS television broadcast and breakfast at 7:30 a.m.  Students must pay close attention to the broadcast for important daily announcements.

Lockers
All students are assigned a locker during the second week of school.  The locker will be the

responsibility of the student to whom the locker is issued.  Therefore, students are expected to use only the locker assigned to them.  Problems with individual lockers should be reported to the Vice Principal.  Students may visit lockers only three times during the day:  Before school, before lunch, and after school.  Under no circumstances should students give their locker combinations to others; students are not to share lockers.
Media Center
The Media Center is more than a collection of books, newspapers and magazines.   It is a valuable resource, an attractive setting with a pleasant atmosphere that is conducive to study and research.   It houses media of different types which students may use in their schoolwork or in pursuing personal interests.  

The Media Center is open from 7:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  Students are encouraged to take advantage of all available resources.  In order to service students properly the following procedures should be observed:

During class time a Classroom Departure Permit or an agenda pass, properly completed and signed by the teacher, must be presented upon entering the Center.

Passes must be obtained to leave before the end of the period.

Material checkout procedures must be followed. A fine will be charged for lost or damaged materials.

Personal Appearance
The personal appearance and grooming of the students of any school determines, to a great extent, the climate of that school and the quality of work performed.  Students may not dress in ways that are distracting to the learning environment.

System-Wide Dress Code for Students 

Head

Headdress can be worn indoors for religious or health reasons only.

Shirts and Blouses

Shirts and blouses should be continuous from neckline to waist.  The entire mid-section should not show.  No tank tops and muscle shirts.

No clothing with vulgar language, obscene pictures, weapons, drug/alcohol or drug paraphernalia and products.

No identifiable gang/crew clothing or paraphernalia.

No see-through clothing.

Skirts, Dresses and Shorts

Skirts, dresses, shorts and spandex skirts should be approximately six (6) inches below the buttocks, or no shorter than fingertip level.
Pants

Pants should be secured at the waist--no sagging below waist to expose undergarments.

Tights, stretch pants, leggings, and spandex body suits must be worn with clothing long enough to cover buttocks.

Shoes

Shoes must be worn.

We also encourage our students to avoid wearing clothing that is torn or has holes in it. Students wearing inappropriate attire will be excluded from the population until more appropriate clothing may be secured.

Progress Reports and Report Cards

Progress reports and report cards alert students, parents and counselors to students' progress.  Parents and Students are encouraged to contact guidance counselors to schedule appointments following the release the progress reports.  Progress reports are released to the students to take home.  Quarterly we sponsor a Report Card Pick-up Night from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  On that night staff members are available to distribute report cards to parents and to conference briefly with parents.  If a more in-depth conference is needed, that conference may be arranged through Guidance during the teachers’ planning periods.  The dates of the progress reports and report cards are not available at this writing, but will be reflected in the Parent Handbook, which will be mailed home in August, 2007.  

School Rules and Regulations

· Radios, tape players, cell phones, etc., are prohibited.  Students’ carrying/playing/using these devices can expect to have them confiscated and taken to the office. Parents must come to the school to retrieve such items.

· Cell phones may be brought to school, but they may not be turned on or used during the school day.  Therefore, the administration encourages students with cell phones to place them in their lockers during the school day.  Wearing them on their belts or carrying them in purses is of no use, since the students cannot turn them on during the day and their presence will only tempt them to break the rule. 
· Students must remain in class or cafeteria unless issued a bonafide pass.  Students found in other areas will be charged with loitering, and the appropriate administrative action will be taken.

· Under no circumstance are students to leave school property during the school day.

· Students are not permitted to invite or bring friends, relatives, or small children onto school property.

· Card playing or exchanging and other forms of gambling is a violation of regulations and will be dealt with via the Code of Student Conduct.

· Horseplay/running in the hallways is strictly forbidden.  All staff members have the responsibility and authority to stop any student who is creating an unsafe environment.

· Posters and/or flyers must be approved by a teacher or administrator before posting.

· A public telephone is available for student use in the lobby. Students may also ask to use office telephones if they come on agenda passes.

· Coats jackets may not be worn and book bags may not be carried during the school day. These items must be placed in lockers before going to homeroom.

Tardiness
All students who are tardy must report to the health room.  The staff there will issue a tardy slip, and students may then go to their lockers and immediately report to class.   All students attending Hyattsville Middle School are expected to be in Homeroom before 7:45 am everyday.  Tardiness will result in detention or in-school suspension.

Telephones

Board of Education policy permits student to carry cell phones to and from school and while at school.  However, phones may not be turned on at school or on school property.  If students use phones on school property, the phones will be confiscated and/or disciplinary action taken.  Students with agenda passes to do so may use the phones in the Main Office if it is necessary.

Textbooks
Textbooks are the property of the Prince George's County Public Schools.  They are on loan to students.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure textbooks are covered. Students must pay the full replacement of all lost or damaged books.

Classroom Rules

Students will report to class "on time" with proper materials for instruction (pencils, pens, notebooks, textbooks, etc.).

Students will eat food, candy, or chew gum only in the cafeteria during lunch mods.

Students will place hats, coats, jackets, and book bags in their lockers before going to class.

Students will keep their hands and feet to themselves, will use positive language, and will not tease others. 

Students will remain in assigned seats at all times and will obtain permission to move about or speak.

Student will work in a respectful and cooperative manner with their teachers and classmates. 

READING STRATEGIES

BEFORE READING 

Good readers ask

· What do I think this book is about? 

· What do I predict might happen? 
· What do I already know about this topic or story? 
DURING READING

Good readers ask 

· Doest what I am reading make sense? 

· Do I understand the meanings of the words? 

· Can I picture what is happening in my mind? 

AFTER READING 

Good readers ask 

· Were the predictions I made correct? 

· Did I learn something that I did not know already? 

· Can I retell the story or share the information in a summary? 

MORE READING STRATEGIES 

Prior Knowledge is

The life experiences you had before and information you already know that you bring to situation or subject. 

Text Structure is

The way a piece of text is arranged on a page (title, pictures, chapter, sections, compare/contrast, sequential order). 

Inference is 

Drawing conclusions from information that is not directly presented – Facts + Feelings and experiences in your head + Text = Inference

Word Meaning is

Knowing the meaning, pronunciation, and use of a word. 

Meta-cognition is

Knowing when you understand or don’t understand something.  Developing a plan for learning and judging how well the plan works. 
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