Marlton Elementary School Newsletter

October 29, 2007
    http://www.pgcps.pg.k12.md.us/~marlton/
	Important Dates:
	

	10-31 Storybook Character Parade 12:50 p.m.
	11-9 Reading Log celebration (Aug. Sept. Oct.)

	11-6 OLSAT testing gr. 1
	11-9 PTA Fall Dance

	11-6 Books on the Beach 7:00 p.m.
	11-12 No school for students-conference day

	11-8 Picture make ups
	11-14 Parent Visitation Day


Dear Parents,


Students received their report cards last Friday.  Please contact your child’s teacher and arrange for a report card conference.  Every child can improve their grades and a discussion with the teacher will help identify ways to improve their averages.  Dr. Deasy, our superintendent, continues to set high expectations for student achievement.  Student achievement will increase with rigorous instruction and challenging follow up assignments.  Therefore, it is important that our students understand the importance of maximizing their time on task in the classroom.  It takes hard work to reach goals. When teachers and parents work together, set high expectations and encourage and praise students for their efforts, students will achieve!
Conference Day – There is no school for students on Monday, Nov. 12.  Teachers are contacting parents for a first quarter conference.  If you are available for a conference with your teacher please send a note.  In addition, Ms. Smith, guidance counselor, must meet with every child’s parent during the year to discuss the Individual Learning Plan, ILP.  The purpose of the plan is to set goals for the future. If you have not met with Ms. Smith, please call her or send a note with an available time.  Perhaps you can schedule time with her before or after your report card conference.
Monthly Reading Logs – Ms. Reed, reading specialist, is pleased to announce that 81% of the students met their reading goal for the months of August and September. On Nov. 9, students that met their reading goals and turned in their logs for August, September and October will celebrate. Nightly reading is an important of our school plan.  Encourage your child to read and complete their reading log.
Storybook Character Parade – On October 31st, students can participate in the Parade of Storybook Characters.  To participate the children must read a book, write a book report (or similar activity assigned by the grade level), and dress as a character from the book.  No weapons may accompany the costume.  The parade will begin at 12:50 p.m.

Umbrellas Needed – We have two temporary buildings, lovingly referred to as the “condos”.  The students move back and forth from the school for lunch, restrooms, gym, instrumental music and vocal music.  On rainy days, the students need umbrellas.  If we had 45 umbrellas, two children could share an umbrella and walk to the condo while another class is returning to the school and the second grade students could walk to the school as well.  If you have an extra old umbrella, please donate it to our school.  It will help us keep the children dry.

OLSAT – Students in grade 1 will complete the Otis Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) on Tuesday, Nov 6th and Wednesday Nov 7th.  Please make sure your child has a good night’s sleep, eats a good breakfast and arrives to school on time.


Books on the Beach  - Nov 6– Ms. Reed, reading specialist, and a team of teachers have planned a special reading night, Books on the Beach.  Information about various reading strategies that parents can use at home with their child will be shared from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  Pizza dinner will be served from 6:30 – 7:00 to help with the after work rush!  Send in your pizza order ($1.00 per slice).  Reservations are requested.
American Education Week – We will observe American Education week from Nov. 12 – 16.  The theme is “Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our Responsibility.” You will be informed of special activities that will take place during the week.  On Wednesday, Nov. 14th parents are invited to visit their child’s classroom to see how well they are participating in the lessons.  Teachers are eager to demonstrate interesting lessons that challenge the students.  Please mark your calendar and plan to spend some time in the classroom.
Safety – For many years, we have asked parents to drive to the lower parking lot in the morning to discharge their children.  We do not want parents to stop on Old Colony Drive.  There is considerable traffic and we are concerned about the safety of the children.  Often they run from a car across Old Colony Drive. When parents stop on Old Colony Drive, it disrupts the flow of traffic and delays the buses from reaching the driveway. For the safety of the children, we ask that every parent drive to the lower parking lot.  This extra two minutes of your time will keep the children safe.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness.


Nurse Notes - The Southern Maryland Health Van is coming to Marlton on Monday, November 19th.  Stop by to get a flu shot for $15.00, or have blood work done for $5.00.  Free blood pressure check, free aortic scan and free health brochures are also available.  The van will be parked in front the school  from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.  

Health Identification - If your child has a serious health condition or allergy, Mrs. Bishop has some Medical Id and Medical Alert Jewelry brochures available in the Health Room.  The websites are www.medicalert.org/kidsmart and www.IdentifyYourself.com .

Blood Drive – A special thank you to the parents that signed up and donated blood on October 23rd.  The Red Cross collected 13 total productive units.  The next blood drive at Marlton Elementary will be April 29, 2008.  Mark your calendar to participate.

Media Center Info – Ms. Hansen suggests that you mark your calendars for a special event on November 13 at 5:00 p.m. (viewable all night long).  Your family can watch John Lithgow’s bedtime story webcast on www.bookitprogram.com.  This special bedtime reading of The Remarkable Farkle McBride is to celebrate National Young Readers Day.  You can answer simple questions about the broadcast on Nov. 14.  The answers will be our school’s chance to win awesome prizes! 

Fire Prevention Contest – Congratulations to the following second grade students that participated in the Fire Prevention Poster Contest. 

	Mary Lagnese
	First Place

	Zaria Dawkins
	Second Place

	Tailor Hayling
	Third Place

	Nadia Payne
	Honorable Mention


Superior attendance and on time arrival – On Monday and Tuesday, 352 students will enjoy extra recess because they were absent or tardy 2 or less days during the first quarter!  We will continue to monitor attendance/tardy data and celebrate student attendance at the end of the second quarter.
Howard B. Owens Kick Off – The Howard B. Owens Science Center has planned many exciting programs for this school year.  Planetarium programs are held the second Friday of each month, unless otherwise noted.  Doors open at 7:15 p.m. and programs begin at 7:30 p.m.  Mark you calendar for the following activities:

Nov. 9 - The Stars Over Hogwarts (Harry Potter Theme Night)  Early in Harry Potter’s career as a student at Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry, Harry was introduced to the wonders of the night sky, especially the planets.  Although Professor Sinistra of Astronomy plays a minor role in the books, and is nonexistent in the movies, she will guide you through a sample astronomy lesson from the astronomy tower (a.k.a. the planetarium!) Included will be references to astronomical objects from the books.  Special activities, including sorting, will happen prior to the lesson, so come early and experience a taste of Hogwarts at H.B. Owens! Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

	December 8 & 14 Susie’s Snowflake 
	March 7 Shape Up!

	January 11 Space Colony
	April 11 Journeys to the Stars

	February 8 Follow the Drinking Gourd
	May 9 Around the World


Partners for Success – The following workshops are available at no charge.  For more information contact Patrice Lawson, 301-431-5675.
	Wed. Oct. 31
	Homework Helpers

Surrattsville/Clinton Public Library
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

	Monday, Nov. 5
	Preparing for the Annual Review
Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

	Monday, Nov. 12
	Basics of Special Education

Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	5:00 – 6:30 p.m.

	Monday, Nov. 19
	Basics of Special Education

The Arc of P.G. County
	10:00 -11:30 a.m.

	Tuesday, Nov. 27
	Basics of Special Education

Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

	Wednesday, Nov. 28
	Supporting the ELL Student with Special Needs

Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	6:00 – 8:00 p.m.


The Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center is located at 8908 Riggs Road, Adelphi, MD 20783.  The Surratts/Clinton Library is located at 9400 Piscataway Road, Clinton, MD.

ARC of PG County – 1401 McCormick Drive, Largo MD 
Next Newsletter – November 13th
See reverse side








