Marlton Elementary School Newsletter
December 10, 2007

http://www.pgcps.pg.k12.md.us/~marlton/
	Important Dates
	

	12/10 – 12 PTA Holiday Shop
	12/21 – 1/1 School closed – Winter Break

	12/11 & 12 Benchmark Assessments (Gr. 3 – 6)
	1/4 Winter Break Packets Due

	12/12 PTA Holiday Shop open till 7:30 p.m.
	1/7 Regional Parent Workshop 7:00-9:00 James Madison Middle School

	12/17-20 Winter Break Packets distributed
	1/8 Report Cards distributed


Dear Parents, 


This week, the students in grades 3 – 6 will complete quarterly benchmark assessments in reading and math.  The benchmarks assess the children’s knowledge of concepts taught during the second quarter.  The information gained from the assessments is extremely important as we can analyze growth from first quarter, identify weaknesses and strengths in instruction and work to build a more rigorous program.  The third quarter assessment is the Maryland School Assessment (MSA), which covers a full year of concepts taught.  Accompanying the newsletter is a publication from the Maryland Statement Department of Education entitled, Maryland Classroom, A Parent’s Guide to the MSA.  We encourage you to read the publication as you will learn about the purpose of the assessment, what is covered and how it is scored.  When you review the inside you will see sample questions.  Notice the level of difficulty of the sample items.  The third grade reading BCR shows how a student identified the theme of the story and justified the response with details from the selection.  The math samples show how a student must be able to draw on their learning and analyze a graph.  It also shows how many concepts are combined in one question which raises the level of difficulty. The science question (tested in grades 5 and 8 only) shows how a child must draw upon their reading and math skills to analyze a graph.  The importance of providing a rigorous program and setting high expectations for students’ attention, participation and work completion cannot be overstated.  Scoring proficient or advanced on these assessments will require the combined efforts of teachers, students and parents. The students of Marlton Elementary are more than capable of achieving proficient or advanced.  Your acknowledgement of their hard work and recognition of their efforts will help their confidence grow and encourage them to try their best.
Canned Food Drive – The Lions’ Club donated $500 to Marlton Elementary School and many other schools in the Brandywine/Upper Marlboro area.  We thank them for their generosity and the money will be used to purchase a document camera for classroom usage.  The Lions’ Club has asked the generous parents, students and staff to participate in their food drive.  The Lions’ Club will distribute the food to families in the Upper Marlboro/Brandywine area.  In addition to the nonperishable foods collected, the Lions’ Club will add a turkey, fresh vegetables, milk and bread to the basket.  Think how happy the families will be when they receive this fabulous basket of food.  Last year, you were extremely generous and the office was overflowing with canned goods.  From now until winter break, we ask that you send in your donations.  Knowing our donations will remain in our area will help us see the benefits of our generosity.

Attendance Handbook – Accompanying the newsletter is the attendance handbook, Be Cool – go to school!  YES.  The handbook explains the importance of regular attendance, reasons for lawful absences, and ways to help your child have better attendance.  Please review the handbook carefully to learn more about the attendance policy. Our parent liaison will continue to contact parents of children with excessive absences or tardy arrivals to discuss ways to improve student attendance.
Holiday Shop – The PTA is sponsoring the Holiday Shop.  The Shop will be open Monday, 12/10,  through Wednesday, 12/12, during the school day.  It will remain open on Wednesday until 7:30 p.m.  This shop provides an opportunity for children to complete their holiday shopping.

Family Math Night – A special thank you to Ms. Rosenau, math EC, and the teachers for developing and organizing this activity.  Sixty-two families made math board games on Dec. 4.  Together the families can have fun practicing math concepts at home.

First in Math/Challenge 24 – Congratulations to the following students for reaching the goal of 1,500 stickers during the “catch up” round.  Well done, William Shaw, Corey Dorsey, Marcellus Major, Mia Rhinehart, Joseph Lagnese, Brian Williams, Dazha Austin, Joseph Butler, Ishmail Harris, Devon Francis and Michaela Scott.  We celebrated at lunch with “ketchup” and fries.  More students need to participate in this activity. The research indicates that students that engage in the First in Math activities increase their achievement on standardized assessments.  This is due to the level of problem solving activities completed on this online program. Encourage your child to visit the site regularly.  You will be pleased with the challenging exercises.  The next goal is for students to reach 2000 stickers by Jan. 14.  Those that reach the goal will enjoy a “round” lunch with the principal.
First in Math/Challenge 24 – Newcomers Round – In order to encourage more students to participate in this important online problem solving program, we challenge everyone to get involved.  Therefore, any student that currently has 800 stickers or less (as of 12/10/07) is challenged to reach 1,100 stickers by Jan. 14.  Those students will enjoy lunch with the principal and celebrate with a sweet treat.
Reading Logs – November reading logs were due Dec. 1st.  Please discuss with your child whether he/she met their classroom goal.  December logs have been distributed.  Challenge your child to beat last months total by at least 10 books.  December logs are due January 2nd.
Café Courtesy – Ms. Clayton’s third grade class was honored by the PTA today at Café Courtesy.  Their class exhibited good manners and behavior through the month of November.

Winter Vacation Packets – As a part of our program to continue to our students reach their full academic potential, all students, Pre-K – Grade 6, will receive winter vacation packets as a part of our effort to support Victory in the Classroom.  All packets are due to classroom teachers by January 4, 2008.  Homework credit will be given upon completion of each packet for grades K-6.  Packets turned in late will receive a lower grade.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES – This is a good time of year to replenish your child’s school supplies.  Start the new year off with new tools for learning. 

LUNCH MONEY – Please be sure to review your child’s lunch account so that they have adequate funds. 
Howard B. Owens Science Center – The center invites you to see “Space Colony,” a program that enables us to travel 33 light years into the future in search of a planet suitable for a human colony.  It is scheduled for January 11, 7:30 p.m. (doors open at 7:15).

Nurse Notes - We are in the season for coughs and sore throats.  This is a reminder that no cough drops are allowed in school.  Cough drops are considered medicine and students are not allowed to have medicine in school without a doctors’ order.  Students may suck on hard candy such as peppermints or jolly ranchers only if it is allowed by the classroom teacher.

Discuss with your children what they drink during the day.  Many beverages have high sugar levels in them and that increases the calories in the beverage. Encourage them to drink more water.    At school, a carton of chocolate milk contains 25g of sugar and 170 calories, strawberry milk contains
 29g  of sugar and 180 calories.  Each carton is one cup of milk.  Sometimes this is not enough to drink for the older students.  Two chocolate milks would be 50g sugar and 340 calories and two strawberry milks would be 58g of sugar and 360 calories just in beverages.  Water has no calories and it is good for us.  There continues to be a high incidence of Type II Diabetes in school age children.  This is due to consuming too many calories and not getting enough exercise.  If you have any concern about diabetes with your child, please make an appointment with their doctor.  Feel free to call Mrs. Bishop in the Health Room at anytime during school at 301-952-0602.

Partners for Success – The following workshops are available at no charge.  For more information contact Patrice Lawson, 301-431-5675.

	Monday, Jan. 7
	A Parents Guide to Active Participation on the IEP Team
Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

	Wednesday, Jan 16
	Dance of Partnership

New Carrolton Library
	6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

	Thursday, Jan 17
	Basics of Special Education

Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	10:00 -11:30 a.m.

	Wednesday, Jan. 23
	Basics of Special Education

Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center
	10:00 -11:30 a.m.


The Judy Hoyer Family Learning Center is located at 8908 Riggs Road,  Adelphi, MD 20783.  New Carrolton Library – 7414 Riverdale Road, New Carrolton, MD  20784.

Online HSA Help – The Maryland State Department of Education has created free, online courses and resources for all four HSAs-algebra/data analysis, biology, English 2, and government.  The online HSA courses are web-based, interactive tools that will help your child prepare for the High School Assessments. If you have high school aged students or have friends with high school students, encourage them to visit http://msde.mdk12online.org  At the Desire2Learn login screen, enter the following:  Username: online .course and Password: parent.  Once you have logged in, the best place to begin is with the tutorials.  The “New Users” section lists tutorials that show you how to use the online courses.
Next Newsletter – January 2, 2008

Have a wonderful holiday and an enjoyable winter break!







