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                          Thank you for sending your child to school every day ready to learn.
August 24, 2007
FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK:

Dear Parents,

The opening of the 2007 – 2008 school year found an energetic and committed staff welcoming students who were “dressed for success” and ready to learn.  The majority of our students are in compliance with the mandatory dress code and parents have been overwhelmingly supportive.  Textbooks have been distributed and related instruction is taking place.  Teachers and administrators have clearly defined expectations for behavior, dress and academics via our “Eye On The Prize” Positive Behavior Intervention and Support Program.  The King Principles: “Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe and Be Ready To Learn” have been explained and discussed in all classes.  Students who exhibit the King Principles will be awarded prizes and privileges on a daily basis with a schoolwide reward activity taking place each month.  If parents have access to appropriate prizes or incentives and would be willing to make a donation to our program, please contact Mrs. Vaughn.  Gift certificates, movie tickets, books and cool middle school stuff would be welcome!  Overall, schedules accurately reflect each student’s desired program.  Due to MLK’s unique foreign language, mathematics and creative arts program, each and every child is hand scheduled.  This is a complex process and sometimes it takes extra time to fine tune every schedule.  Should you have a concern, please send your child’s guidance counselor a note and your concern will be addressed as soon as possible.  This has been a great week at MLK!  We thank you for supporting our vision of excellence and academic rigor for all students.   

Dress Code Update:  Thank you, parents, for ensuring that our students are in compliance with the mandatory dress code.  The following are a list of the most common violations observed this week:  shirts not tucked in, students not wearing a solid black or solid brown belt, (extra long “web belts” are not allowed), pants not fitted at the waist, (students are not allowed to have pants that fit below the natural waistline), pants that are too long (they are NOT to be split at the leg bottom), non-compliant jewelry and tennis shoes that are not completely black in color.  In addition, some areas of our building are cooler than others; therefore students should have a sweatshirt or sweater available in the same color as the shirt.  Please review the dress code policy with your child.
By now all students should have purchased their student Agenda Books.  Please take time to become familiar with its format, focusing on the sections that describe our policies, procedures and academic expectations.  Students are reviewing the information in all classes and will be tested on the Student Code of Conduct in social studies and history classes.  All students signed a Student Code of Conduct Memorandum of Understanding and a copy was sent home to parents for their signatures.  It is expected that parents will monitor homework, progress/report cards and ensure that students are reading every night.  Homework assignments should be copied into the Agenda Book daily and students are required to have the Agenda Book at all parent conferences.  Progress reports and report cards should be signed by parents on the date of issue and returned to the homeroom teachers the next day.   ALL STUDENTS HAVE HOMEWORK, EVERY DAY.  RARELY IS IT COMPLETED IN CLASS.  ASK TO SEE THE FINISHED PRODUCT.  THIS IS USUALLY THE FIRST ACADEMIC AREA THAT STUDENTS BEGIN TO NEGLECT.  Parental support with homework, projects and long-term assignments is extremely important at the middle school level.  PLEASE DON’T ASSUME THEY ARE DOING WHAT THEY SHOULD BE DOING.  Parents need to monitor homework and overall academic progress.  Students are now preparing for the mandated High School Assessments which will be taken during their high school career.  The High School Assessments are high-stake tests which will have a great impact on whether or not your child graduates from high school. Your child’s guidance counselor should be called when any grade drops below a C.  
Be cool – go to school!  The student Agenda Book clearly outlines everything your family needs to know in order to meet Prince George’s County Public School’s attendance requirements.  School attendance is mandated and enforceable through fines under Maryland State law for students ages five to sixteen.  Under this law, parents and guardians are responsible for ensuring that their children attend school or be provided with regular, thorough, home instruction during the school year.  Students are expected to be in school every day and on time unless they have a lawful reason for being absent.  Whenever your child is going to be absent, please call the main office at 301.572.0650, to report the absence.  Your child must present a note to his or her homeroom teacher upon his or her return.  Please make sure you are familiar with the attendance policy, as it will be strictly enforced.  Encourage student attendance by taking a proactive approach to school and school activities.
The signed Parent Agreement Form should have been returned to homeroom teachers by now.  The form reflects our overall philosophy regarding academics, student behavior, and the general expectations for all persons involved in the educational process.  We view this form as a commitment on the part of all stakeholders to provide a quality education, based on high expectations, for our students.  If you have not returned your two Family Emergency Cards, please do so immediately.  It is critical that we have up-to-date information in the event of an emergency.  Students will not be issued a locker until the Family Emergency Cards, Parent Agreement and Media Release forms are returned.  The MLK Staff looks forward to a great year.  We welcome your questions, support and active participation in preparing your child for the future. 
The Transportation Department has done an excellent job ensuring the timely arrival and departure of all buses.  Should you need to contact the school regarding a transportation issue it is very important that you know your child’s AM and PM bus numbers.  If you know your child’s bus number when you call, we can quickly tell you what time the bus arrived or left.  We have too many students and too few phones/staff to allow students to call parents when a bus is running late.  Instead, we ask that you call us for updated bus information.  Our buses are scheduled to begin arriving at 9:05 AM.  Students who are driven to school must not be dropped off prior to 9:00 AM.  School does not officially start until 9:30 AM and students will not be supervised prior to 9:00 AM.  If this is not convenient for you, due to your work schedule, than your child must ride his or her regularly scheduled bus.  In the afternoon, dismissal is at 4:10 PM and students are to be picked up on time.  The safety of all our students is our prime concern.  Please adhere to this policy.  Walkers and car riders will be dismissed promptly at 4:10 p.m., followed by bus riders.  If you have a change in your regular pick-up routine, please let your child’s 5th mod teacher know.  Questions or concerns regarding buses or student behavior on buses should be directed to Mr. Galie, Assistant Principal.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated!  

Parents are invited to attend “Back To School Night” on Tuesday, September 11th.   There will be a special Back to School Night Meet and Greet the Special Education Department Team at 6:30 PM in the Media Center.  Come and meet our dedicated special education team and ask questions about offered services and the overall program.  This meeting will take place prior to Back to School Night which begins at 7:00 p.m.  After reporting to your child’s homeroom, you will be given a copy of your child’s schedule and a general overview of policies and procedures related to attendance, homework, the curriculum and the high expectations we hold for all MLK students.  The program will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. with announcements made via WMLK News in your child’s homeroom.  Following homeroom, parents will “walk” through their child’s schedule of five mods and meet each teacher.  MLK staff members will be on hand to informally answer questions about the middle school experience and to outline the year’s curriculum.  We will have Math On Call and Algebra To Go, popular resources which help parents and tutors assist students with our accelerated math program.  The cost is $20.00 per book.  Yearbooks will be on sale for $25.00 as will the 8th grade class T-Shirt for $12.00.  We invite you to join the PTA if you have not already done so.  The funds from your membership help the PTA support all students in the MLK community.  Membership is a bargain at $10.00.  Please become involved in your PTA as research shows that your involvement is key to the success of our students.  The PTA Executive Board meets each month in the main office conference room.  General meetings will be announced in the weekly newsletter.  Please call Principal Robin Wiltison at 301.572.0650 if you are interested in serving on the Executive Board.  Parking is always a challenge at “Back To School Night.  Please allow time to park in order to arrive at your child’s homeroom by 7:00 p.m.  Your child will bring home a reminder letter identifying his or her homeroom on September 10th.  We look forward to meeting you!  
The Fall Fundraiser kick-off was held on Friday, August 25th.  Students received a fundraiser packet to share with parents which details the prizes and incentives to be awarded to students who sell twelve items or more.  This is our major fundraiser of the year and will help us provide funds for many of the day-to-day expenses which help keep MLK a model school.  All pre-paid orders are due on September 18th.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call MLK’s office manager, Dottie O’Brien.  Students who participate in the fundraiser may earn community service hours.  Your support is appreciated.  

Please make sure your child returns his or her Free/Reduced Lunch application as soon as possible to prevent him or her from being dropped from the lunch program.  All APPLICATIONS ARE DUE ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 30th.  Please call Ms. McCollum, Assistant Principal for more information.    
SAT WORD of the Week:
adjacent (adj.) –That which is near or bordering upon.





The garden was adjacent to the house.

