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  Thank you for sending your child to school every day ready to learn.
February 1, 2008
FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK:

Dear Parents,

National School Counseling Week will be observed February 4-8, 2008.  The theme for the week is “School Counselors: Creating Pathways to Success”.  This week gives us an opportunity to focus attention on the unique contribution of professional school counselors in our school system.  National School Counseling Week highlights the tremendous impact counselors can have in helping students achieve school success and plan for a career.  Counselors at Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School will be available on February 5th from 5:00 to 6:30 PM to complete Individual Learning Plans.  Please take this opportunity to talk to your child’s counselor.  Call the Guidance office at 301-572-0660 for more information.  Thank you, counselors, for your commitment to the MLK community.

The Board of Education of Prince George’s County proclaims the month of February 2008 as National African American History Month in the Prince George’s County Public School System.  This year’s theme is Carter G. Woodson and the Origins of Multiculturism.  The observance of a special period to focus on the contributions of African Americans began in 1926 when its founder, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, selected a week in February that coincided with the birth dates of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass.  In 1976, the week’s observance was extended to the entire month of February.  As we celebrate African American History Month, let us all commit ourselves to raising awareness and appreciation of African American history.  Let us teach our children to rise above brutality and bigotry and to be champions of liberty, human dignity, and equality on all levels.  Let us rededicate ourselves to affirming the promise of our Constitution and our country.  The gifts and contributions by people of African descent to the United States and, indeed, to the world are manifold.  National African American History Month provides an excellent opportunity to explore a variety of resources which support this month-long observance.  Suggested resources include the following websites:  www.asalh.org, www.cr.nps.gov/nr/feature/afam, www.biography.com/blackhistory/ and the reading list below:

· African Americans in the Revolutionary War by Michael Lee Lanning

Focus:  A fascinating and enlightening book on the heroic role African Americans played in the American Revolution.    

· The African-American Soldier:  From Crispus Attucks to Colin Powell by Michael Lee Lanning 

Focus:  This book explores the crucial roles of blacks in the military from the Revolutionary War through Operation Desert Storm.

· Brown v. Board of Education:  The Battle for Equal Education by Barbara Somervill

Focus:  The book examines the individual stories behind this historic case, the details of the Supreme Court decision and the various challenges to the ruling around the country.

· Now Is Your Time!:  The African-American Struggle for  Freedom and Equality by Maria Broida, Walter Dean

Focus:  A history of the African-American struggle for freedom and equality, beginning with the capture of Africans in 1619, continuing through the American Revolution, the Civil War, and into contemporary times.

· The African-American Century:  How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country by Henry Louis Gates

Focus:  The author selects 100 outstanding men and women and uses their accomplishments to create a fascinating portrait of the last 

century.  

· Freedom Walkers:  The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell Freedman

Focus:  This book addresses the impact of the Montgomery Bus Boycott on the Civil Rights Movement.  

· Zora Neale Hurston by Paul Witcover

Focus: A biography of the African-American writer well known for her novels and collections of folklore.  
Congratulations to the Renaissance Roll winners from January 25, 2008:

Team M


Team L



Team K
Samuel Ellison


Jheanell Burton


Cindy Franco

Ivette Ortiz


Sean Geron


Jessica Lahocki

Jennalyn Yon


Joshua Howard


Rodrigo Condori Lopez

Marissa Young


Joey Nierva


Tyrone Rogers

Important Dates in February:

February 5:  Spring Fundraiser Kickoff 


        PTA Executive Board Meeting-4:30 p.m. Main Office Conference Room
                     Parent Roundtable-6:30 p.m. in the Media Center

February 7:  Science Fair to be held in the gymnasium from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.

February 8:  All science fair projects taken home
February 12:  Primary Election Day – Schools and Offices Closed
February 13:  Progress reports released in homeroom  

          Valentine’s Day dance held immediately after school in the gymnasium:  4:15-5:45 p.m.

          Fundraiser money due
February 18:  President’s Day – Schools and Offices Closed

February 25, 26:  Life Touch Personality Portraits taken in the Media Center  

SAT Word of the Week:  expedite (v.): to hasten the movement or progress of.
                                         If you remember to use the zip code, you can expedite the progress of your letter.
	
	

	Visit us at….
www.colours.org
	The Colours Arts in Education Program
2008 “Back to the Delta” Benefit
February 21st – 23rd, 2008

	301-454-8388
	In Partnership with The Prince George’s Arts Council & Councilman William Campos

	Get With It..

· Business Ad
Program

· Personal 
Sponsorships

· Donate online


www.colours.org

Info

All shows at:
Justice Theater @
Northwestern HS

7000 Adelphi RD
Hyattsville, MD
20782

Tickets: $10.00



	Check out the lineup for the Second Annual Colours “Back to the Delta” Benefit. This year is all about soul from all different points of view. 

Thursday, February 21st, 2008: 7:30 p.m.
The Kelly Bell Band Live w/Special Guest Mark Wenner of The Nighthawks

Opening: 7:00 p.m. The Colours Splatt Blues Orchestra

Friday, February 22nd, 2008: 7:30 p.m. “Music Lives!” Celebrate music with:
Bluesworks; Saxophonist Dante Hawthorne; Vocalist Keitha Shepherd (formerly of Pure Soul); The Colours Splatt Blues Orchestra
Saturday, February 23rd, 2008:
12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. “Students Alive” featuring:
Gwynn Park HS Jazz Band; Hyattsville MS String Orchestra
Lyrikal Storm from Parkdale HS; Northwestern HS ASO Step Team
Northwestern HS Dance Program; Youth in Praise
Gladys Noon Spellman Elementary Choir and Dance Programs 
7:30 p.m. - The Colours Splatt Blues Orchestra & Special Guests:
County Councilman William Campos on Sax; Saxophonist Dante Hawthorne; Clarence “The Bluesman” Turner 

Buy 2 tickets on the 21st or 22nd and get 1 free ticket for the 23rd.  Each ticket

purchased on the 23rd is good for both day and night shows.  




