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  Thank you for sending your child to school every day ready to learn.
January 18, 2008
FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK:

Dear Parents,

Congratulations to the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams and the MLK cheerleaders on a successful season.  The students practiced hard, showed great sportsmanship and did a great job when competing.  The basketball players and cheerleaders brought the competitive spirit of middle school sports to the MLK community.  A special thanks to the parents, coaches, athletic directors, administrative staff, and MLK community who attended the games and showed their support.  We look forward to soccer in the spring.  The students did an excellent job!  Thank you, coaches!
Winter Sports Ending!  Soccer To Begin!  The Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball Teams and Cheerleaders will be honored by their coaches, parents and relatives at a dinner and awards ceremony on Wednesday, January 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  The student athletes did a great job during the basketball season and it is time to think ahead to the soccer season.  All students who are interested in trying out for soccer should get the medical forms for their physicals from Mrs. Mathers ASAP.  We look forward to an exciting spring sports season.
Congratulations to 7th Grader Katherine Rose, who won the MLK Geography Bee and to 8th Grader John Howard, who won second place.  They competed against eleven other students, answering difficult questions dealing with world geography.  After a challenging preliminary round, Katherine correctly answered the final round-winning question:  “A treaty originally signed by 12 countries in 1959 reserved most of a continent for peaceful scientific investigation.  Name this continent.”  Katherine answered, “Antarctica” and won the Geography Bee.  Overall, the questions were tough and all participants rose to the challenge and did a great job.  Good luck to Katherine, who completed a written exam with the hope of qualifying for the State Geography Bee competition.  
Congratulations to the talented students who participated in this year’s Spelling Bee.  8th grader Erika Hill from Ms. Wages’ language arts class won the Bee by spelling "mesmerize" correctly.  7th grader Christina O'Brien, from Mrs. Sawyer’s language arts class, spelled "stringent" correctly, and she will serve as the alternate.  Erika will be participating in the County Spelling Bee which will be held at the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center at the University of Maryland on March 14, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  Thanks to Ms. Schmidt, Mr. Menase, Ms. Merriam, and Mrs. Lumaban who sponsored the Spelling Bee.  Good luck, Erica! 
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, we recognized eight King Scholars for being outstanding role models in the school community.  These students exemplify the ideals of Dr. King and they consistently demonstrate the following:

· Principals of non-violence in social interactions.

· A scholarly attitude toward learning.

· Respect and appreciation for the contributions and rights of others.

· Respect and practice of basic civic values which lead to full participation in a democracy.

Congratulations to 7th graders:  Alexander Canales, Yongyi Wu, Roger Singh, Danielle Gibbs
Congratulations to 8th graders:  Erin Weeks, Jose Arias-Flores, Imani Baldwin, Alexander Adle
Students were selected by the MLK staff based upon the above criteria.  King Scholars received the book, “The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” by Walter Dean Myers and a medal.  Scholars’ pictures will be posted in the main office window.  Congratulations to this year’s King Scholars. 
Eighth Grade Parent Night will be held on Tuesday, January 22nd at 7:00 p.m. in the MLK multi-purpose room.  All 8th grade parents are invited to attend this very important informational meeting in order to better prepare students for the high school experience.  This will be an opportunity for parents to hear from the high schools their children will be attending.  There will be counselors available from our feeder high schools (Laurel, High Point) to discuss graduation requirements and the registration process.  Counselors will also answer questions parents may have about individual school programs.  In addition, counselors will be available from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. to complete students’ Individual Learning Plans.  Please plan to attend this very important evening.
Is your child’s Individual Learning Plan (ILP) completed?  On February 5, 2008 the guidance department is hosting an ILP night from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.  Parents please stop by with your child to complete the mandatory Individual Learning Plan (ILP) that is required to be completed this year for every student.  If you have any questions contact your child’s guidance counselor at 301-572-0660.
Thanks to over 150 parents who attended MLK's Parent Roundtable on January 8, 2008.  Parents and staff members discussed the diverse community we live in and how we can better understand each other.  We have begun planning for the next Roundtable, scheduled for February 5, 2008.  The topic will be “self-esteem”.  Please mark this date on your calendar and plan to join us in the Media Center at 6:15 p.m., with the meeting beginning promptly at 6:30 p.m.  Please note this is a later start time, as requested by parents.  The meeting will conclude at 7:30 p.m.  The COBRAS, our student childcare team, will be available to entertain younger children.  Current students are expected to remain under the supervision of their parents.  We look forward to seeing you on February 5th.

The MLK Science Fair Open House will be held on Thursday, February 7th from 6-8:00 p.m. in the school gymnasium.  Students entered in the Science Fair will set up their projects (backboard, equipment/photographs, and report) in the gym during school hours on Wednesday, February 6th.  Judging will occur during the day on Thursday.  Our Science Fair Open House will be held Thursday evening, from 6:00-8:00 p.m., and will display all winning and participating projects to the public.  We hope to see you there!  Projects may be removed Thursday evening or on Friday during all science classes.  Good luck to participating students!
First Baptist Church, located at 1500 First Baptist Lane, Laurel Maryland, is offering free tutoring/homework assistance on Thursday evenings from 6:45 – 8:00 p.m.  Tutors are volunteers who are caring and committed to helping students improve and achieve academically.  Free tutoring is offered in the following subjects from elementary through high school: math (including algebra, geometry, calculus, trigonometry), science (including biology, physics), and English (reading, grammar).  Students must have a signed parent permission slip in order to attend.  For more information call 301.725.1688.

Congratulations to the Renaissance Roll winners from January 11, 2008:

Team M


Team L



Team K
Myleek Chase


Alex Adle


Jessica Lahocki

Tiesha Crump


Ramon Holt


Zachary Poston

Emily Lopez Lahocki

Priya Malandi


Deidre Robinson

Natalie Wesley


Paige Robertson

Xiao-Wen Yang

SAT WORD of the Week:
ebullient (adj.) –showing enthusiasm or exhilaration of feeling.



             Because of his team’s great performance, he left the game in an ebullient mood.

School will be closed on Monday, January 21st in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.

