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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK:

Dear Parents,

Congratulations to the following students: Lee Friedman, Christopher Brackett, Ankur Naik, Mariah Krimchansky and Mattie Hedgebeth for winning the Quarter Final Round of the Science Bowl competition this year.  The Science Bowl team won against Stephen Decatur MS with a remarkable score of 295-65 and Ernest Everett Just MS 390-120. The first game will be aired on channel 96 on November 12-25 and the second game on February 4-10. Our outstanding team, along with their sponsor Mrs. Reyes, will be back on March 4, 2008 at Bonnie Johns to compete for the semi-final round. 
The month of November is National Native American History Month and it recognizes the many ways in which American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Hawaiian Natives have helped to shape our Nation and enrich our culture.  The goal of this observation is to promote understanding of the contributions of Native American cultures within the United States.  Some great resources include the following web sites and books:

www.nmai.si.edu/National (Museum of the American Indian-Smithsonian)

www.nativetech.org/ (Technology and Art)

www.cr.nps.gov/nr/feature/indian/ (National Park Service)

www.infoplease.com/spot/aihm1.html  (a variety of links on Native Americans)

www.indiancountry.com (American Indian online newspaper)
· Before the Storm:  American Indians Before the Europeans by Allison Lassieur is a narrative history about the various Indian people of North American and their way of life before contact with Europeans.

· Projects about American Indians of the Southwest (Hands on History) by Marian Broida starts off with a “you are there” narrative, so readers can readily imagine themselves in another time and place as they tackle projects such as preparing hasty pudding, making a quill pen and learning bits of Navajo codes used in World War II.
· Wounded Knee:  An Indian History of the American West by Dee Brown traces the white man’s conquest of the Indians of the American West, emphasizing the causes, events and effects of the major Indian Wars leading to the symbolic end of Indian freedom at Wounded Knee.
· Indian Chiefs by Russell Freedman tells the stories of six western chiefs who led their people through historic crises.
· Navajo Weapon:  The Navajo Code Talkers by Sally McClain is based on first-person accounts and Marine Corps documents.  The book describes how the U.S. Marine Corps recruited young Navajo warriors to create a secret code using their native language, a language that many of them had once been forbidden to speak.     

· Cultures Collide:  Native Americans and Europeans 1492-1700 by Ann Rossi paints a vivid portrait of the Native Americans’ early encounters with the European settlers who colonized the “New World”.

To become lifelong readers, students must have…….

· access to current, quality, high-interest, and extensive collections of books and other print materials in their school libraries, classrooms, and public libraries

· contact with adults who read regularly and widely and who serve as positive reading role models

· certified library media specialists and classroom teachers who demonstrate their enthusiasm for reading by reading aloud and holding book talks

· time during the school day dedicated to reading for pleasure, information and exploration

Community Service Opportunity: Beltsville Elementary School is having a Science Fair Help Night on November 15, 2007.  MLK Jr. students who can help with project ideas, graph/chart making, data display or typing are encouraged to volunteer to help out. The time is 5:00 PM-8:00 PM. Please call Ms. Davis at Beltsville 301.572.0630 to volunteer.
This year, the week of November 11 – 17 has been designated as American Education Week, with the theme “Great Public Schools:  A Basic Right and Our Responsibility.”  American Education Week represents an opportunity for schools across this nation to open doors to the public, inviting parents and citizens to preview, first-hand, instructional and support programs.  It is a time to showcase successful programs in our schools and celebrate American Education – its strengths, its achievements, and its promises.  It also provides an opportunity for our schools to reach out to our neighbors in order to forge strategic partnerships.  More than ever, we need to be seen as open to community involvement and worthy of public support.  To facilitate parent and community visits, Education Support Professionals Day is scheduled for Wednesday, November 14th from 9:30 AM until 4:10 PM.  We hope you will visit your child’s classroom on the 14th.    

The Student Government Association is sponsoring the annual MLK canned food drive through November 16th.  Homeroom representatives have decorated boxes and are asking their classmates to bring in boxed or canned food items.  Collected food will be donated to the Women’s Club of Beltsville and to the Salvation Army. These two groups will prepare food baskets for Thanksgiving celebrations.  For those of you who begin your holiday shopping early, the Kings and Queens will be kicking off their “Toys for Tots” campaign right after Thanksgiving.  Kings and Queens will be collecting unwrapped toys for children through December 14th.  Please support the SGA and the Kings and Queens in their effort to make the holiday season brighter for families in need.
Second quarter marks student preparation for the required 7th grade Science Project and the optional 8th grade science project.  Informational booklets will be distributed to each student in his/her science class.  Teachers will notify students of upcoming due dates for proposals, research plans and project presentations in class.  All projects require an experiment that will generate data and follow the scientific procedure.  The MLK Science Fair will be held in the gym on Thursday, February 7, 2008.  Judging will take place during the school day and the results will be posted during the “Open House” from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  We encourage all students to participate in the Science Fair and we hope parents will come to view the student projects.  PARENTS!  If you can assist in the setting up of tables on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, during the school day or in the judging of our projects on February 7, 2008, please notify your child’s teacher.  We would greatly appreciate your help and participation!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congratulations to the MLK Boys’ Baseball and Girls’ Softball Teams on a successful season.  Thanks to coaches Kelley, Menase, Belshay, Fadli and Miller for the dedication and enthusiasm they brought to the baseball and softball teams.  At the Awards Ceremony special recognition went to Trevor Allen for Most Valuable Player, Evan Armstrong for Most Improved Player, Pablo Zuniga for the Cobra Spirit Award and Tim Hensel for the Coach’s Award.  The Girl’s Softball Team went to the County Playoffs and was very proud to come away with the Second Place Trophy.  Team Awards went to Demetria Jasey for Most Improved, Katelyn Fosta for Most Valuable Player, Amira Walcott for the Coach’s Award and Hillary Denham for  Best All-Around.  Many thanks to the parents, administrators, and teachers who supported the teams. We hope to see everyone at the upcoming Basketball season.  Thank you for your continued support!   
Congratulations to the Renaissance Roll winners from October 17th and 26th: 

Team M


Team L



Team K
Chelsey Branch


Nasea Durphy


John Anandraj

Christian Cedillos

Hannah Ku


Tamlin Antoine

Janetta Crump


Lauren Pettyjohn-Robin

Hannah Silver

Veronica Williams

Sherrod Waddy


Jordan White
Jesse Ason-Ikhena

Alexis Baker


Adedolopo Agiri

Liz Lacson


Moyosola Erinle


Fahad Hassan

Chris March


Nathaniel Jubor


Jennifer Santos

Jocelyn Molina


Kayla Whetzel


Jason Starks
