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September 7, 2007

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK:

Dear Parents,
Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School Needs YOU To Serve As A Higher Education Day Guest Speaker on Friday, November 9th.  It takes cooperation and hard work by educators, parents, community leaders and business members to help all students achieve.  In order to deepen the involvement among all concerned adults in the community, we invite you to participate in Higher Education Day at MLK on Friday, November 9th from 9 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  Speakers will be asked to share information about their college experiences and career preparation for their professions.  In order for students to set goals for the future, they need to be informed about the possibilities that exist in college and the work world.  We need speakers who have attended technical and trade schools, community colleges, and universities to speak to groups of students about academic requirements, special training, and school subjects needed to prepare for success in the career world.  If you are interested in donating your time for all or part of the day, please contact Mrs. Terry Mathers at (301) 572-0660.  Your support is appreciated. 
Don’t forget to join us for our annual Back-To-School Night on September 11th.  The guidance staff will welcome parents beginning at 6:30 PM in the MLK Dining Hall.  At that time “early-bird” parents will have an opportunity to view information about the many extracurricular activities scheduled for MLK students.  At 7:00 PM parents will report to their child’s homeroom.  Parents must know their child’s homeroom teacher’s name and room number.  A letter of invitation will be sent home to all parents on the 11th noting the homeroom teacher and room number.  Your child’s homeroom teacher will provide you with your child’s schedule in order for you to meet your child’s teachers.  Most MLK parents attend Back-To-School Night, so come early if you need to park close to the building.  The Special Education Department will host a special meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Media Center.  We hope to see you then!    

Guidance News:  Introducing The Individual Learning Plan!  The Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is a document detailing your child’s strengths and weaknesses, career aspirations, educational decisions, and goals. Middle School is not too early for students to start thinking about which careers they might want to consider for their future. Parents need to be involved with assisting their children begin to explore and evaluate their career and educational options. The Professional School Counselors will be contacting all parents in order to meet with them about their child’s future.  If you would like to learn more about the ILP or to schedule a meeting, call your child’s counselor today. 

MLK students continue to exhibit on-task behavior in the classrooms and we are pleased with their focus and enthusiasm.  Students are reminded that school rules apply at the bus stop and when traveling on the bus to and from school.  Being disrespectful to the bus driver or other students, fighting, verbal harassment and bullying are unacceptable behaviors under any circumstance.  Food and drinks are not allowed on the bus and opened containers will be confiscated.  Maintaining a safe and orderly environment for all MLK students is a priority. Students who fail to adhere to our expectations will lose their bus privileges and the opportunity to participate in our first incentive activity, which will recognize good behavior.  Parents, please do not hesitate to call your child’s administrator or counselor if your child is ever bullied or harassed.  We need to know of specific instances as soon as possible in order to stop the unwanted behavior.  Peer mediation provides a proactive strategy for resolving conflicts among students.  All students have been introduced to peer mediation and will learn methods to resolve conflict.  Fighting is never an acceptable option for resolving conflict at MLK.  Please encourage your child to seek out Mrs. Vaughn, our Peer Mediation Advisor, a counselor, administrator or other staff member when troubles arise.  Immediate intervention is the key to ensuring successful resolution of any conflict.  

Please continue to support the Fall Fundraiser currently in progress.  Our fundraisers help provide funds for many of the day-to-day expenses which help maintain MLK as a model school.  Students who sell 12 items or more will participate in a party and receive cool prizes.  Community service hours may be earned once students complete the Service Learning form.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call MLK’s office manager, Dottie O’Brien.
Congratulations to the Renaissance Roll winners from August 31, 2007:

Team M


Team L


Team K
Chelsea Branch


Eden Austin

Paola Alvarenga

Sydney Davis


Rebecca Jurney

Khadijah Harvin

Stephen Medina


Ebot Ngoe

Satinique Moncrieffe

Marissa Young


Shaquille Simon

Jessica Sandoval
SAT WORD of the Week:  belligerent (adj.):  showing a war-like attitude




    The belligerent child started many fights.  

 


                MLK Clubs 2007 - 2008
  (Tentative)









                 
                



	MLK Club
	Sponsor
	Day
	Time
	New Members

	Environmentalist Team
	Lambert/Williams
	TBA
	8:05 - 9:05 AM
	yes

	WMLK TV
	Jeffries
	Mon. - Fri.
	9:10 - 9:30 AM
	closed

	Literary Magazine
	Johnson
	Tuesday
	8:30 - 9:05 AM
	yes

	Jazz Band
	Clontz
	Tuesday
	8:00 - 9:05 AM
	by audition

	Jazz Band
	Clontz
	Thursday
	8:00 - 9:05 AM
	by audition

	Student Government Assoc.
	Miller
	TBA
	TBA
	elected office

	Science Bowl
	Reyes
	Monday
	8:00 - 9:05 AM
	yes

	Spelling Bee
	Wages
	TBA
	January/February
	competition

	Intramural Sports
	Tallon/Payne
	TBA
	4:10 – 5:15 PM
	yes

	Middle School Sports
	Mathers
	TBA
	TBA
	yes

	Geography Bee
	Wiltison
	TBA
	Dec./January
	competition

	Colours
	Cook
	Thursday
	4:10 - 7:00 PM
	yes

	Las Mariposas 
	Williams/Lambert
	Thursday
	4:10 - 5:30 PM
	yes

	Step Team
	Pope
	TBA
	4:10 – 6:30 PM
	yes

	Yearbook
	Hoggard
	Friday
	8:10 - 9:00 AM
	sponsor application

	Kings and Queens
	Harris/Gadsden
	Tuesday
	4:10 - 5:20 PM
	by application

	Math Tutor Corps
	Kell
	Wednesday
	4:10 - 5:15 PM
	yes

	Latin Club
	Korb
	Wednesday
	8:10 - 9:05 AM
	yes

	King Cobra Press
	Davis
	TBA
	TBA
	yes

	Golf Club
	Mathers
	Thursday
	8:05 - 9:05 AM
	yes

	Chess Club
	Mathers
	Wednesday
	8:05 – 9:05 AM
	yes

	Bible Club
	Tallon/Miller
	Monday
	4:10 - 5:30 PM
	yes

	Homework Club
	Rose
	Tuesday 
	8:10 – 9:00 AM
	yes

	Technology Club
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	yes

	Art Club
	Wages
	Thursday
	4:10 – 5:30 PM
	yes


Parents are responsible for providing transportation for all before or after school activities.  It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that students are picked up on time.  Staff members are required to wait with students until all parents have arrived.  Please be courteous to the club sponsor and pick your child up on time.  Students who are picked up late will not be allowed to continue to participate in the club or activity.

