School officials: No shots, no classes

Children without immunizations may not be allowed reentry to school

Thursday, Dec. 28, 2006   by Guy Leonard Staff Writer

Prince George’s County students who haven’t been immunized against chickenpox and Hepatitis B by Tuesday, the day children return to school from winter break, may not be allowed to attend class, school officials say. 

Exceptions will be made if students can show proof of a doctor’s appointment for immunization no later than Jan. 20. 

Spokesman John White said that the school system has been encouraging immunization since the summer, but about 10,000 students between the fifth and ninth grades don’t have their required shots. 

Officials with the state Department of Education extended the deadline, originally set for September, until January. State numbers show that about 50,000 students in Maryland have not complied with the shot requirement. 

‘‘They have to at least make an appointment with their doctor to get their shots and show proof that the appointment has been made,” White said. 

He added that there were three clinics open to parents for their children to get immunized in January. Located in Cheverly, Clinton and Laurel, the clinics are free to Prince George’s County residents. 

‘‘They have to have an appointment though,” White said. ‘‘They can’t just show up.” 

Bill Reinhard, spokesman for the state education department said the department had the deadline postponed when state officials found too few students were meeting the requirement. 

Aside from the health risks — chickenpox is highly contagious and Hepatitis B is a disease that attacks the liver and has no cure — students who are out of school for not complying risk their academic standing as well. 

‘‘If they don’t have their immunizations, then they won’t be allowed into school,” Reinhard said. ‘‘This is about instruction time, instruction time means more learning and better grades. 

‘‘We’re taking this very seriously.” 

The free clinics are located at the Cheverly Health Center, 3003 Hospital Drive at 8 a.m. to 11:30 p.m and 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m on Mondays. It is also available on Tuesdays from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m and Fridays 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

There is a special Saturday clinic on Jan. 6 and 13. 

The second clinic is at the D. Leonard Dyer Regional Health Center, 9314 Piscataway Road, Clinton, on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

The Saturday clinic is open Jan. 20. 

The third clinic for immunizations is at the Laurel Maternal and Child Health Center at 13976 Baltimore Avenue on the fourth Tuesday from12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

E-mail Guy Leonard at gleonard@gazette.net. 
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