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Critical Evaluation of a World Wide Website
1. Webpage URL

2. Title of webpage

3. Layout

· Is the home page easy to read?  Are the colors appropriate or are they distracting?

· Is there a good balance between graphics, text and open space?  Does the page look and feel crowded? 

· Are the graphics interesting?  Do they have something to do with the text of the page?

· Click on several pages in the site.  Do they all have the same basic look or feel?

· Can you get back to the homepage from other pages in the site?

4. Authority of the author or producer

· What person or group is responsible for this page?

· What are the person’s or group’s credentials?

· Is contact information provided? (check all that apply)

Email address __________ Telephone number __________ Mailing address __________

5. Currency

· When was the page last updated?  

· Is it important to have recent information on this topic?

6. Purpose

What is the purpose of this site?  Explain how you can tell.

To inform or educate


To persuade


To advertise or sell


To entertain


Other:

7. Opinion

Does this information make sense, considering what you already know about the topic?  If you don’t know anything about the topic, think carefully before you trust the information on a dot.com site!  

Explain why this webpage is or is not valid for your purpose. Be as specific as possible.  Use concepts such as “authority,” “currency” and “purpose” to prove your point.  
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