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Evaluation Criteria for Investigations 

These criteria are general, and most are applicable across the two investigations.  They can serve as a guide as students complete their investigations, as should the rubric that follows.

From an Historical Point of View: 
· Is the entry historically accurate and authentic, or does it have serious errors and/or omissions? 

· Is there a wide use of primary and secondary sources? Is the research balanced, and—if appropriate—does it demonstrate an analysis of all points of view? 

· Does the presentation demonstrate the balance of viewpoints? 

· Is the annotated bibliography correct in format and content?

From a Literacy Point of View:

· Is the main idea or topic clear and coherent, or are the ideas presented in a scattered, incoherent way?

· Is information enhanced with formatting, graphics, and other visual images?
· Is the language used precise and appropriate for the format of presentation?  Does it maintain an appropriate style or tone?  Does it show a command of conventions of writing and/or speaking?

· Is the annotated bibliography correct in format and content?
	Social Studies Research Simulation Task Rubric 

	Possible Points for Each Component
	4 – The response shows understanding of the content question. It is insightful, integrates knowledge, and demonstrates powerful application. 

4 Points
	3 – The response shows some understanding of the content question. It is appropriate, application that demonstrates evidence of H.O.T.S.
3 Points
	2 – The response shows knowledge of the content question. It is acceptable with some key ideas & shows little to no evidence of H.O.T.S.
2 Points
	1 – The response shows knowledge of the content question.  The response is related to the question, but is inadequate.  

1 Point
	0 – The response is completely incorrect or irrelevant.

0 Points

	Component: Summary/Analysis of Text

	☐ All assignment requirements met
*Mastery of content knowledge

*Inclusion of relevant & specific facts and information

*Accurate analysis of facts and information that exceeds simple summary
	☐ Most assignment requirements met

*Majority coverage of content displaying adequate understanding

*Relevant use of facts and information

*Mostly accurate analysis of facts and information
	☐ Some assignment requirements met
*Partial coverage of content displaying limited understanding

*Inconsistent use of facts and information

*Vague or underdeveloped analysis of facts and information
	☐ Few to no assignment requirements met
*Little understanding of content knowledge

*Inaccurate or Absent use of facts and information

*Inaccurate or Absent analysis of facts and information
	☐ The response is completely incorrect or irrelevant

	Component: 

Claim in Text 


	☐ Demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the issue or problem posed


	☐ Demonstrates a reasonable understanding of the problem or issue posed and makes connections to prior knowledge
	☐ Demonstrates some understanding of the problem or issue posed with limited connections to prior knowledge
	☐ Demonstrates little to no understanding of the issue or problem posed

	☐ The response is completely incorrect or irrelevant

	Component: 

Key Ideas and Details in Text 


	☐ Fully understands the point of view and argument of the author
	☐ Has reasonable understanding of the point of view and argument of the author
	☐ Has some understanding of the point of view and argument of the author
	☐ Demonstrates little to no understanding of the point of view and argument of the author
	☐ The response is completely incorrect or irrelevant
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