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	The Prospectus will provide PGCPS with basic and essential information regarding your school design. It also serves as an introduction to your overall charter school application.  This information may appear as a public release to inquiries about this application. It should answer the what, why, when, where, and who as a preliminary to your complete application. 




Scoring the Prospectus
· After determining that the Prospectus complies with the requirements, a designated review committee will evaluate the fluency and proficiency of the responses to the information requested. 
· Reviewers will provide written comments and a summary of the strengths and weaknesses to support the ratings for each section of the Prospectus. 
· The review committee will carefully examine any waivers that offer the innovation that makes the charter school unique and substantially different from the traditional schools and programs.
· The review committee reserves the right to request additional information from various sources, including the applicant. 
· If the prospectus is approved to submit a complete application, the review committee will cross-reference the information contained in both narratives.
· Using evaluation criteria specific to the sections of the charter school prospectus, reviewers will rate the quality of responses based on the following ratings: 

	Rating
	                               Characteristics

	Meets the Standard
[image: ]
	The response reflects a thorough understanding of key issues. It addresses the topic with specific and accurate information that shows thorough preparation; presents a clear, realistic picture of how the school expects to operate; and inspires confidence in the applicant’s capacity to carry out the plan effectively.

	Partially Meets the Standard
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	The response meets the criteria in many respects, but lacks detail and requires additional information in one or more areas.

	Does Not Meet the Standard
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	The response is undeveloped or incomplete, demonstrates a lack of preparation, or otherwise raises substantial concerns about the viability of the plan or the applicant’s ability to carry it out.





This Prospectus must include the following within a ten (10) page maximum.

I – Introduction – A brief background about the potential charter school, including the objective for submitting the charter school application, the needs of the community you intend to serve, and how this charter will advance the value of the school district’s programs and services. 

A. School Mission Statement- 
Criterion: Clearly and succinctly describes the fundamental purpose of this school. 

B. Statement of Need- 
Criterion: Clearly and succinctly describes what the applicant’s research has discovered about how this school will fulfill a particular need.  Include any data and trends that support findings. 

C. Why this charter school – 
Criterion: Strong justification or rationale that tells us why the applicant thinks this school is needed based on the need(s) that they have identified, any potential lack of existing programs in the district; and, the value that this school will bring the district’s programmatic offerings. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
D. What community do you propose to locate this school? 
Criterion: Applicant has identified the segment of the county where this school would best serve. 

II – How will the school be organized for quality performance?

A. Educational Philosophy – 
Criterion: The core beliefs that will guide the school in the areas of teaching and learning, culture, equity, and access. 

B. Educational Design- 
Criterion: The key features of the program that ensures success for the targeted population and aligns with the school’s mission. 

C. Special Student Populations–
Criterion: The summary for the types of programs for special needs and at-risk students that this school expects to serve and specific recruitment strategies for enrollment.

III – Organizational  Status

A. Founding Group – 
Criterion: A brief overall summary of the founding members and their expertise that will support the success of this school. 

B.  Non-profit status – 
Criterion: Evidence of the required State and Federal filing status as a 501c3. 
	
C. Why does the organization exist, and how is it structured– 
Criterion: Clearly describes the mission “of the organization” seeking to operate the charter school. 

IV – Projected Population and Grade Configuration- 
· Provide a chart of the five-year projection for the grade span that you intend to serve. 
· Describe the justification for the grade span and projected student enrollment.

V – Provide a list of founding board members, including the resume and letter of commitment for each.  

Additional information – provide any pertinent additional information that will give a clear, precise description of the charter school proposal.
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